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DISTRICT  .  COUNCEa 


Public  Health  Department, 
38,  Chapel  Street, 
PENZANCE. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
the  West  Penwith  Rural  District  Council,  for  the 

year  1944. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  administration  of  the  Rural  District  of 
West  Pom/ith  for  the  year  1944  together  \/ith  the  vital  statistics 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health*  s 
Circular. 

I  am, 


Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the 

Local  Authority, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Temporary  Sanitary  Inspector 
Waterworks  Assistant. 

Public  Analyst, 


Dr.  R.  H.  Hadfield. 

J.  H.  M.  Craze. 

J,  W.  Hitchens  (on  active  service) 
T,  B,  Tronic  thick, 

J.  H.  Nicholas. 

Dr,  R.  Pendrill  Charles. 


SECTION  A  - 


STATISTICS  AND  _  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  of  Civil  Parishes  contained  in  the  District  61,088  acres 

Norr.nl  estimate  of  resident  populations  18,000 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  is  approximately  5,520 

Rateable  Value  £60,768 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  £  232 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total  M 


Live  Births 

Legitimate  300  142 

Illegitimate  21  8 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  -  18.5 

Still  Births 


P 

158 

13 


Rato  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  -  24*3 

Deaths 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  -  13.2 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 


Deaths 


Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes  Nil 


Total  Nil 


Death  rate  of  Infants  under  I  year  of  age 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  -do- 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


Rato  per  1,000  total 
Clive  &  still)  births 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


49.8 

50.0 

47.6 

26 

Nil 

1 
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SECTION  B  - 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OP 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
Sanitary  Inspector 
Temporary  Sanitary  Inspector 
Public  Analyst 


HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

Dr.  R.  H.  Hadficld 
J.  H.  M,  Craze  ■ 

J.  W,  Hitchens  (On  active  service 

T.  B.  Tronic  thick 

Dr.  R.  Pendrill  Charles 


HOUSING-. 


(i)  Total  number  of  Houses  inspected  for  Sanitary  defects  under 
Housing  Acts 

(ii)  Number  of  Houses  to  He  dealt  with  under  Section  9. 

(iii)  Number  of  Houses  to  he  dealt  with  under  Section  11. 

(iv)  Remedy  of  defects  by  informal  notices. 

(v)  Number  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year. 


31 

9 

2 

4 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Complaints  received  and  attended  to  92 
Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Act  182 
Inspections  of  Houses  requiring  repairs  87 
Repairs  carried  out  60 
Visits  to  infested  promises  65 
Premises  disinfested  2 
Visits  to  infected  premises  32 
Premises  disinfected  31 
Inspcctions  of  drains  etc.  (excluding  new  houses)  19 
Drains  etc.  found  defective.  13 
Drains  etc,  repaired  or  renewed,  16 
Drains  tested  with  water.  4 
Inspections  of  sanitary  and  other  conditions,  296 
Sanitary  accommodation  found  defective  or  insufficient  32 
Sanitary  accommodation  repaired,  renewed  or  provided  29 
Inspections  re  removal  of  offensive  deposits  17 
Inspections  re  percolation  of  water  2 
Inspections  re  pollution  of  streams,  wells  etc,  7 
Visits  to  food  stores  and  shops.  54 
Visits  to  refuse  tips  41 
Visits  to  camping  sites  43 
Number  of  water  samples  taken  20 
Number  of  samples  found  unfit  8 
Sources  of  pollution  remedied  2 
Sources  closed  3 


Arrangements  for  disinfecting  arc  same  as  in  previous  reports 


INSPECTION  OP  PLAGES  Yi/HEKE  FOOD  IS  PREPARED 

There  are  four  Bakehouses  which  have  been  frequently  inspected 
and  found  in  sanitary  condition.  There  arc  two  wholesale  Butter  Factories 
which  have  been  visited  and  found  in  order,  Messrs.  Primrose  Dairy  and 
Sundews  (Hoyle)  Ltd.,  are  licensed  to  pasteurise  milk. 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  etc. 


Inspection  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  183 

Cowshed  passed  for -Accredited  or  T.T.  producing  herds  13 

Number  of  cowsheds  found  not  to  comply  with  Milk  &  Dairies  Order,  1926.  17 

Notices  served  under  Milk  &  Dairies  Order,  1926  17 

Notices  to  be  served  under  Milk  &  Dairies  Order,  1926 
Informal  notices. 

Notices  complied  with.  15 


Due  to  lack  of  Yi/ater  supplj^  on  the  majority  of  farms  in  the  district,  it, 
is  difficult  to  ensure  the  proper  cleansing  of  the  cowsheds.  There  is, 
however,  a  comprehensive  scheme,  which  if  and  when  it  materialises  will  go  a 
long  way  to  solving  the  problem  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  pure  water  to  the 
majority  of  the  farms  in  the  area. 

Owing  to  the  present  circumstances  prevailing,  whilst  notices  have  been 
served  wc  find  that  in  some  instances  they  could  not  be  carried  out,  but  the 
responsible  person  in  each  case  lias  given  an  undertaking  to  carry  out  the  work 
as  soon  as  conditions  permit  and  labour  and  materials  arc  available, 

INSPECTION  OP  MEAT  -AND  OTHER  FOODS 

Owing  to  war  conditions,  all  the  moat  for  Vvrost  Ponwith  is  slaughtered  in 
the  Borough  of  Penzance, 

Other  food  condemned  as  unsound  : - 


Tinned  Meat 

1776 

lbs. 

Tinned  Fish 

37 

tins 

Tinned'  Milk 

W 

lbs. 

Tinned  Jam 

28 

lbs. 

Rico 

112 

lbs. 

Sugar 

120 

lbs. 

Tinned  Beans 

30 

lbs. 

Cereals 

120 

lbs. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Water  supplies  of  the  district  are  much  the  same  as  in  previous 
reports.  The  supplies  to  populations  over  one  thousand  have  been  chlorinated 
in  accordance  with  the  Ministry* s  instructions. 

HOUSING  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

The  Council  undertook  during  the  year  to  build  10  agricultural  cottages. 
Six  have  been  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year, 

POST  WAR  HOUSING 

Sites  for  approximately  212  houses  in  various  parts  of  the  aroa  have  boon 
selected  and  the  proposals  submitted  to  the  Ministry  concerned  for  sanction. 

GAINING  SITES 

Several  visits  have  been  paid  to  Camping  Sites  and  all  licences  have  been 
renewed. 

CIVIL  DEFENCE 

In  general  with  other  Local  Authority  staff,  much  time  lias  been  devoted 
to  Civil  Defence  work  such  ns  war  damage ;  static  water j  shelters  and  salvage, 

SHOPS  ACT 


Fifty-four  visits  havo  boon  paid  to  the  shops  through  the  district  under 
the  Shops  Act,  and  found  to  bo  satisfactorjr. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


The  sewage  systems  in  the  district  leave  been  working  fairly  satisfactorily. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Owing  to  lack  of  transport,  and  the  fact  that  the  refuse  collection  is 
carried  out  by  contract,  the  Council  has,  during  the  past  year,  found  it  a 
most  difficult  problem. 


4 


Although  the  standard  of  servJ.ce  has  not  been  as  high  as  in  pre-war  years 
there  has  been  a  weekly  collection  in  most  districts.  The  Council  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  collection  of  refuse  by  contract  is  not  efficient  and  subse¬ 
quently  lias  applied  to  the  Ministry  for  a  licence  to  procure  its  own  vehicles 
to  carry  out  the  work*  This  has  boon  granted  and  it  is  hoped  to  put  the  new 
scheme  into  opcra.tion  by  the  beginning  of  the  financial  year* 


PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  THE  SCABIES  AND  VERi'.HNOUS  PERSONS  ORDER 


During  the  year  treatment  for  the  above  conditions  continued  to  be  carried 
out;  out-patients  being  treated  ah  tho  cleansing  centre  at  the  First  Aid  Post, 
Hayle,  and  in-patients  being  admitted  to  tho  Scabies  Hostel  at  Pcnzanco. 

About  30  separate  cases  roccivod  treatment  during  the  year,  in  contrast  to  150 
eases  found  to  require  treatment  during  the  proceeding  3^ear, 


CONTROL  OF  DIPHTHERIA. 


The  work  of  Dmunisation  was  carried  on  during  tho  year  both  ah  the 
regular  Clinic  at  Hayle  and  at  the  various  emergency  Clinics  held  in  various 
parts  of  tho  outlying  areas.  129  children  under  5  years  of  age  and  53  children 
of  school  age  roccivod  full  courses  of  immunisation.  The  corrected  figures, 
after  allowing  for  the  numbers  passing  into  and  out  of  the  various  a.go  groups, 
shewed  that  at  the  end  of  1944  &9%  of  children  under  5  years  of  a.go  and  88^0  of 
children  of  school  age,  wore  fully  immunised. 


Particulars  of 

Notifiable  Diseases  reported  during  the 

yoa,r  1944 

are  set  out  in  tho 

accompanying  thole : 

Disease 

Total  Cases 

Notified. 

No.  admitted' 
to  Hospital. 

"  TT  ~ 

Total  Deaths 

Diphtheria 

“T2T 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

10 

«» 

Who  oping  Cough 

27 

— 

1 

Ersip°las 

/• 

0 

3 

9m 

Moaslos 

80 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

2 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyronia 

3 

•M 

- 

Enteric  Fovor 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Ago  Periods 


1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65  and  over 


Now  Causes 
Respirator:  Non 


3 

1 


Deaths 

-Respirator  Respiratory:  Non-Re  spirat  or 


1 


2 

1 


1 

2 


Total 


7 


2 


3 


1 


1 
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